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PROFESSOR JOSUA LEDERBERG, MEDICAL CENTER

STANFORD UNIVERSITY DEPT OF QENETICS PALO ALTO CALIF
'ON CONFIDENTIAL ADVVICE OF RANKING CATHOLICS AM URGED TO SEEX
EMDORSEMENTS OTHER NOBEL LAUREATES TO STATEMENT DOR PERSONAL
TRANSHMITTAL TO POPE PAWL NOT LATER THRAN BARCH 2% BEFORE NEXT
MEETING HIS COMMISSION ON POPULATION AND CONCEPTION CONTROL.

AW USUANLLY WOST RELUCTANT Y0 PARTICIPAYE IN ANY EFFORT TO MUSTER

NOBEL LAUREATES AS GROUP SUPPORTING ANY VIEWPOINT. HOWEVER
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THIS BATTER IS OF SUCH HAGNITUDE AND CONCEAN THAY I DG NOT
'E_SITATE‘TO CALL ON YOU NOW. DR. PETER MEDAWAR CIRCULATING

g

SAME STATEMENT TO EUROPCAN NOBELISTS. TEXXT OF STATEMENT FOLLOVWS. ||

URGENTLY REQUEST YOUR COLLECT WIRE APPROVAL. PLEASE REPLY EVEN
IF LATE. QUOTE WE, THE UNDERSIGNED NOBEL LAUREATES, ARE DEEPLY

o -
CONSKCIOUS OF THE IMMENSE BURDEN OF RESPONSIBILITY RESTING
ON THE SHOULDERS OF YOUR HOLINESS IN ACTING ON THE INFORMATION
AND ANALYSES OF THE COMMISSION YOU HAVE DESIQNATED TO STUOY
THE SUBJECY OF POPWATION ARD FERTILITY CONTROL. WE EXTEND ,
OUR PRAYERS AND SYMPATHIES TO YOUR HOLINESS ANO TO THE COMMISSIOH
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FEQARDLESS OF THETR ARELIGIONS. SEWSITIVE AS ALL TWOUGHTFWL .

MEN ANO WOMEN MUST BE TO THE ETHICAL CONTEXT IN WHICH MARRIAGE

ND THE FANILY SHOMLO BE VIEVED, WE ARE INCREASINGLY IMPRESSED
BY THE EMERGING CONSENSUS ABOUT THE QOALS OF FAMILY PLANNING

- NAMELY, TO ASSURE EACH NEV INFANT TIE BIRTHRIGHT OF A WARM
VELCOME IM A LOVING HOME,WITH A MEALTHY OPPORTUNITY FOR EOUCATION,
EMPLOYMENT AND FULFILLMENT THE PRESSURES OF POPULATION GROVTH

. - T
NOW ADD A MEW MORAL IMPERATIVE TO THE THOUGHTFUL CONSIDERATION

OF FAMILY SI2E. IN RECOGNITION OF THE GRAVITY OF THE ISSUE

ANO TE IMEVITABLE WORLINTOE COMSEQUENCES OF YOUR ACTION ON

17, WE ¥ISH TO EXPRESS TO YOUR HOLIMNESS THE MOPE THMAY ANY EOISI‘DNS

VILL BE THE FRUIT OF THE MOSY PROFOUND AND SEARCHING STUDIES.

TO THIS €MD, WE WISH TO OFFER YOUR HOLINESS THE BEST OF OWR

mmsszm CAPACITIES AND ENDEAVORS. UNQUOTE END STATEMENT
|E L TATUN ROCKEFELLER IMSTITUTE NEV YORK ’

A

/

|



